Na pokyn naseho biskupa Dr. Patricka Streiffa zvefejiiujeme prohlaseni tfi evropskych biskupd (Christiana
Alsteda, Haralda Riickerta a Patricka Streiffa). Prohlaseni predjimd rozhodnuti Generalni konference ECM,
ktera je v tuto chvili presunuta na srpen/zari r. 2022. Zatim posledni Generalni konference, ktera je hlavnim
organem Evangelické cirkve metodistické, rozhodla v r. 2019 hlasovanim ve prospéch tzv. tradi¢niho planu
dalSiho smérovani ECM. Nejvyssim organem ceské ¢asti ECM je Oblastni konference. Ta 3. 11. 2018
vyjadrila rovnéz svou podporu tzv. tradi¢nimu planu.

Rada oblasti ECM v CR, 2. bfezna 2021

Our commitment
Nas zavazek

We are at a defining moment in the life and history of the United Methodist Church. Through
church history, Christians numerous times have engaged in theological debates and had strong
disagreements over doctrine and ethics, at times this has led to reforms and even schisms. For
almost five decades, United Methodists have disagreed over the understanding of human
sexuality, which has caused immense pain and hurt to many people. Our inability to solve the
impasse caused by our disagreement has led us to a point, where some sort of separation
appears inevitable.

Nachdzime se v rozhodujicim okamZiku Zivota a historie Evangelické cirkve metodistické (Cesky ECM,
anglicky United Methodist Church — UMC). V déjindch cirkve se kiestané mnohokrdt zapojovali do
teologickych debat a méli vazné neshody ohledné nauk a etiky, coZ nékdy vedlo k reformdam, nékdy dokonce
ke schizmatum. UZ témér pét desetileti se metodisté ECM neshoduji v chdpdni lidské sexuality, coZ mnoha
lidem zpusobilo nesmirnou bolest. Nase neschopnost vyresit tuto patovou situaci, zplsobenou nasimi
neshodami, nds dovedla do bodu, kdy se zdd byt nevyhnutelnym néjaky druh rozdéleni cirkve.

United Methodists all over the globe are liturgical, contemporary, charismatic, social activists, low church, high
church, urban, suburban, small town, rural and much more. We are children, youth, young adults, adults, senior
adults, new Christians and mature Christians. We are a melting pot of different ethnicities and cultures — we are
present on four continents, in more than 45 countries, and we are made up of an unknown number of diverse
cultures and languages. Nevertheless, we are one United Methodist Church, and with all the challenges this entails,
we, as your bishops, are committed to be shepherds of the whole flock, and thereby provide leadership toward the
goal of understanding, reconciliation and unity in the body of Christ.

Metodisté ECM po celém svété jsou jak liturgicti, tak moderni, charismaticti, socidlni aktivisté, pfiznivci “low
church” i “high church”, obyvatelé mést i pfedmésti, malych mést, venkova — i mnohem vice. Jsme déti,
mladez, mladi dospéli, dospéli, starsi dospéli, novi kiestané i zkuseni kiestané. Jsme tavicim kotlikem
rtznych etnik a kultur — jsme pritomni na ¢tyrech kontinentech, ve vice nezZ 45 zemich svéta, a skldddme se z
nezmérného mnoZstvi rtiznych kultur a jazyku. Presto jsme jedna Evangelickd metodistickd cirkev se vsemi
vyzvami, které to prindsi. Jako vasi biskupové jsme se zavdzali byt pastyri celého stdda, a tim poskytovat
vedeni smérem ke kyZzenému porozuméni, smifeni a jednoté Kristova téla.

Unambiguously, we wish to say that all of our members, clergy, local churches and annual conferences will continue
to have a home in the “Future United Methodist Church”, whether they consider themselves liberal, evangelical,
progressive, traditionalist, middle of the road, conservative, centrist or something else. Too long, have we labelled
each other theologically and imposed positions and perceptions on one another in ways that were superficial and



disrespectful of the sincerity of our beliefs. We hold on to our Wesleyan heritage that “the living core of the Christian
faith is revealed in Scripture, illuminated by tradition, vivified in personal experience, and confirmed by reason”.

Jednoznacné bychom chtéli fici, Ze vSichni nasi ¢leni, duchovni, mistni sbory i vyrocni konference budou mit i
naddle domov ve , Future United Methodist Church” — budouci Evangelické cirkvi metodistické, at uz se
budou povaZovat za liberdlni, evangelikdly, progresivni, tradicionalisty, stfedové, konzervativni, centristy,
nebo jiné. Prilis dlouho jsme se navzdjem teologicky ,ndlepkovali a vnucovali si navzdjem pozice a vnimadni
toho druhého — zplisobem, ktery byl povrchni a nerespektoval upfimnost nasi viry. DrZzime se Wesleyova
odkazu, Ze ,Zivé jadro krestanské viry je zjeveno v Pismu, osvétleno tradici, oZiveno osobni zkusenosti, a
potvrzeno rozumem®,

We are committed to the United Methodist Church and we pledge to continue our episcopal leadership in the UMC
valuing the personal dedication of members and clergy who will remain in agreement with the present stance on the
practice of homosexuality. Expecting the polity of the United Methodist Church with regard to human sexuality to
change in the future, we will exercise our leadership in such a way that those, who choose to remain in the UMC,
may continue to express their personal conviction in alignment with the present stance and will not be forced to
participate in acts that are against their personal, religious convictions.

Jsme odddni Evangelické cirkvi metodistické a slibujeme, Ze budeme pokracovat v nasem biskupském
vedeni, které si vazi osobniho odhodldni ¢lent a duchovenstva, ktefi zlistanou ve shodé se soucasnym
postojem k praktikovani homosexuality. O¢ekdvajice, Ze se v budoucnu politika Evangelické cirkve
metodistické ohledné lidské sexuality zméni, své vedeni budeme vykondvat takovym zplsobem, aby ti, kteri
se rozhodnou zlstat v ECM, mohli naddle vyjadrovat své osobni presvédceni v souladu se svym stdvajicim
ndhledem a nebyli nuceni ucastnit se ukonu, které by byly v rozporu s jejich osobnim ndboZenskym
presvédcenim.

We are longing for a United Methodist Church that will move towards new forms of being a connectional church, a
General Conference focused on global essentials, and an empowerment of regions for contextually relevant forms of
living our common mission mandate. Deeply rooted in the Doctrinal Standards of the UMC, we pledge to exercise
our episcopal role in ways that enable as many United Methodists, lay and clergy, as are willing to remain in the
UMC and — together — to continue in making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

TouZime po Evangelické cirkvi metodistické, kterd bude smérfovat k novym formdm propojené cirkve,

ke Generdlni konferenci zamérené na globdini zdkladni principy, a ke zmocnéni regiont pro kontextové
relevantni formy Ziti naseho spolecného posldni. Hluboce zakorenéni v naukovych normdch ECM se
zavazujeme vykondvat nasi biskupskou roli zptsoby, které umozni co nejvice metodistim, laikim i
duchovnim, kteri jsou ochotni ziistat v ECM, spolecné pokracovat v ¢inéni ucednikii JeZise Krista k proméné
svéta.

Despite potential separations, the United Methodist Church will remain a faithful witness to the Christian gospel. We
are committed to pursue the calling of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. We, the
initially signing three bishops who have created this statement, serve episcopal areas with vast diversities in
Northern, Western and Central Eastern Europe and North Africa.

February 2021 - First signing bishops:

Bishop Christian Alsted
Bishop Harald Riickert
Bishop Patrick Streiff

Other bishops — active and retired - who want to sign the statement may contact Bishop Patrick Streiff at:
bishop@umc-cse.org

| pfes mozZné odlouceni ztistane Evangelickd cirkev metodistickd vérnym svédkem krestanského evangelia.
Jsme odhodldni ndsledovat povoldni Cinit ucedniky JeziSe Krista pro proménu svéta. My, prvni tii podepsani
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biskupové, jeZ vytvorili toto prohldseni, slouZzime biskupskym oblastem se Sirokou rozmanitosti v severni,
zdpadni a stredni a vychodni Evropé a severni Africe.

Unor 2021 - Prvni podepsani biskupové:

Biskup Christian Alsted
Biskup Harald Riickert
Biskup Patrick Streiff

Ostatni biskupové — aktivni i v diichodu — ktefi chtéji toto prohldseni podepsat, se mohou obrdtit
na biskupa Patricka Streiffa na adresu: bishop@umc-cse.org


mailto:bishop@umc-cse.org

